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A Sgbet unt Seafonable. 


Commemoration 


« The Thirtieth' Day of Fanuary „ 1648; 


Being the Day of the Martyrdom of 


King CHARLES the firlt, 


And fit to be Conſidered upon the Anniverſary FAST for the ſame. 


— — 


By i the ſame Hand as Wrote Vox Populi ; Or, ENGLANDS Tamentation. 


many Calamities of our late Wars, and 
Retroſpect into the Cauſes both Evident 
aud Remote, which brought that Deluge of 
Miſery upon three(then almoſt Ruined)King- 
doms, and the . Sequel of all thoſe trou- 
bles, the Beheading of that Vertuous and pious 
King Charles the Firſt, in the Memory of which 
we yearly keep a Faſt for the ſame, that God 
will be pleaſed never more to viſit us in hs 
Wrath, nor give us the like Dreadful octaſion 
| Sackchath al Aſhes + Tay, if _ did moſt 
erioully conſider, as we ought, from the great- 
eſt to the leaſt, we ſhoul not read the ſame 
paths leading to Deſtruction, nor run in the 
ways of Iniquities. 


1 we look back, and ſeriouſly conſider the 


They who yet well remember the Tranſacti- 
ons of thoſe Times , before we were rent and 


time the Secluſion of Anarchy. And now how 
far we are running in the ſame paths, and 
treading the like Ares, till we ſhall be loſt 
ina Labyrinth of Woe and Confuſion, ever 

one ſees, who can remember, or read the Tanſ- 
actions of former times. Several cf late have 
loudly cry'd out, Hop like is this to 41. and His 
Majeſties ears have been blown into, with the 
remembrances of the evil Actions of evil men, 
whereby fears and Jealouſies = juſtly-be rai- 
ſed in his Royal Breaſt, againſt his good Sub- 
jects and have ſtill appreheſions of the fatal ef- 
fects of 48. But however like theſe beginnings 
ſeem to thoſe troubleſpme times, there is yet 
this difference plainly appears, that now it is 
not Epiſcopacy and Presbitery that contend, but 
Protejtant;ſm and Poptry:: The Church of Eng- 
land is as much concerned as the Presbyters, 


torn with Civil Wars, and now ſeriouſly weigh | and both now juſtly full of fears and appre- 
uf the Ballance of Judgement, the poſture and | henſions, ſeek to ſecure their Religion, their 


Actions of Affairs at this preſent, may ſee too 
much Similitude, if not to fear as bad and fatal 
Conſequences. It would therefore be well for 
every man at this day, to conſider and ſay with 
himſelf, if / have committed Iniquity, I will rom- 
mit it no more. [It will be ſeaſonable now as 
much as ever, for King and People, both great 
and ſmall, to Commemorate and think upon 
the ſadneſs df that day, when all faces look'd 
e, and when the Land mourn'd, when they | 


Lives, and their Fortunes. 

But let us not puſhon too violently our E- 
vil Fate, which by Gods permiſſion, is like to 
ruſh upon us, for the Sins of the People : Let 
us I ſay, remember this Dreadful day, wherein 
Monarchy was laid in the Buſt, and the moſt 
5 aud vertuous Prince that ever ſat on our 

hrone, brought as a Lamb to the ſlaughter: 
Think of this both King and People, and let 
this Anmverſary be effeftually conſider*d, that 


rw with bleeding hearts, the ſad Effects of it may put ſome ſtop to the Violences which 


' Diviſions, War, and Rebellion, falling upon ſeem to be preparing by ſeveral Factions. God 


the head of their Soveraign, and Bondage and hath given us a time of Peace and plenty, 


Slavery flung upon the necks of the people. | 
Prorogative on the one ſide, and Priviledge on 
the other, firſt began, then Religion Which 
ſhould be all peace, increas'd the Trouble: 
Factions wete made, parties aſſembled, Coun- 
cels were taken , Cabals were formed, Fears 
were hightned, Jealouſies increas d, Heart- 
burnings fomented, and at laſt War was raiſed, 
but the ſad and fatal Conſequence of all was, 
the violent Death of Sacred Majeſty, and for a 


and every man hath fat quletly under his Vine 
and his Figg-Tree ; our Temples have been 
Crown'd, and good things have flowed in up- 
on us, our King hath been reſtored to us, 
and he hath received miraculous and ſtrange 
Deliverances,and Seated at laſt on the Throne 
of his Anceſtors ; but what have we returned 
for ſuch Signal Mercies, may we not cry out 
with Daniel, and ſay , We have ſinned and have 
committed Iniquity, and have done Wickedly, and 

have 


have Rebelled, ven by departing from thy Precepts 
and from : car / 5 
belongs C of Faces, to our Kings, to our 
Princes, 
ned againſt tber. 

Let us I ſay, remember this Fatal Day, and 
the more like theſe Times look to thoſe pre- 
ceeding our late troubles, let us the more think 
of thels faral Effects, let all men from the 

to the loweſt, from the Cedar to the 
endeavour to reform themſelves, and 

God to avert his impending Judgements, 

he we doubt it was Sin that before brought on 
Judgement, and it is now our many Sins, and 
n Iniquites,that are like to call down Gods 


rath and Vengeance upon us, to be a ſcourge 


to this Nation, unleſs we ſerioully yg 7 cg 
turn from our evil ways: Otherwiſe, 


| 


fear we 


being made the Stale of Evil men, to puſh on 
— 1 ſt i 


0 God. O Lord, to xs both King and people to ruine and 


on. 
But methinks the remerabrance of this Fatal 


to oy Fathers , becauſe we have fin- | day, and the Cundition of the ſlavery, Tyran- 


ny, and Arbitrary Goverment, this Nation and 
its two Siſters were brought to, ſhould make 
us afraid to run in the ſame ways, andake the 
8 But let us conſult the Sacred 

iſtory; on the one hand what Ab ſalon 
and his evil Counſellour Archirophel, by their 
Rebellion, but loſs of Life ? and what became 
of Shebs, who blew the Trumpet of Rebellion 
in Iſrariꝰ on the other ſide, what was the Se- 
quel of the raſh and evil Counſellors of Rebobo- 
am , who (ought to oppreſs the e with 
Arbitrary Government , but the of Ten 
Tribes, and the greateſt of his Kingdom 
for ever ? It is ſaid, that David upon the Re- 


ſhall ſee the Propheſie of Jeremiab fulfilled up- bellioa of Sheba the Son Bichri, went no more 
on us: Tbe Whirl-wind of the Lord is gone forth | into his Concubines , but ſhut them up to the 


in Fury , even as 4 grievous Whirl-wind, 


it ſbalt day of their Death, 


2 Sam, Chap. 20. David 


fall grievon/ly upon the bead of the Wickgd : The | was a pious Prince, and did as he ſaid; wilt 


Anger 


Execmed, and till be have performed the thoughts 


of bus Heart. 


But we know, that God 5s Mercifud and Gra- 


which now ſeem to threaten us, that we may 


have peace in our days. For asat the Preach- 


ivg of Jonas, the Ninivites Repented , and 
mourned in Sack-cloth and Aſhes, whereby 


of the Lord ſhall not return, until he have | call on the Lord, who is worthy to be 


17 a 
ſhall I be ſaved from mine Enemies ;, for 


it out of experience : Thou haſt delivered me 


the Strrvings of le. 

Let — * at this 
ſtrive to reform their Lives, leave their Evi 
courſes, and to humble themſelyes before rhe 


8 


— — require the V 

upon the Nation, as may yet en- 
geance of the Almighty to wipe it - 
mitting us to act — 2 
to run into the like Civil Wars and Rebellion, 
and ſuffer our former Calamities, tho? our ſins 
and —7— have deſer vd it; for it is 
ſin that bringeth War and Deſtruction upon a 


they pacified the Wrath of God, ſo who knows, 
how much our hearty Prayers and true Repen- 
tance, forſaking our gvil ways,may prevail up- 
on the Almighty, to take pitty upon us, and 
pac iſie his Wrath, and cauſe his Countenance 
to ſhine upon us. He turnerb the beares of Kings, 
as the Rivers of Waters, and he fopperb the Rage 
of the Multirnde : He Creates and deſtroys as 
he pleaſeth ; Ay him Kings Reign, and by him we 
all Live, moe, and have our being, and therefore, 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
As the Thirtieth of Jan is my Text, fo 

I would preſs it home at this time, on the hearts 
of all people, who ſeem to be full of Trouble 
and Anxicty. We need not run to prophane 
Hiſtories, which give us ſufficient — 
of the ſad miſeries and fatal Conſequences, of 
Breaches between King and Fer : and our 
own Chronicles furniſh us with ſad precidents, 
too like our times to be pointed at : All that 
read and conſider , may ſce the ſad Effects of 
deſire of Arbirrary Government, under the No- inthe Heart of them that imagine Evil ; but to the 
tion of Preregative ; and alſo Rebellion, under | Counſellors of Peace is Foy, Prov. 12. 
that of Privitedges & Liberty of Conſcience, both FINIS. 


8 3 3 —— 
5 LONDON, Primed for Thomas Benshin, in Greens f- Renti meas Fleet-Bridge. 1661. 


Land, for God ſays, Leuit. 26. If ye will ne 
he unto me, bus walk, comrary unto me , 1 
will bring 4 Sword «pon you, and I will ſend the 
Peſtilence among you, and you ſhall be deli 

into the Hand: of your Enemies. But I hope the 
Remembrance of the Evilof this day, will ſtir 
us up to Repentance,and that repentance will 
prevent ] 9 which ſeem to threaten 
us, both by Signs in the Heavens, and on the 
earth. Follow therefore the Counſel of S. Perer, 
Att. 3. 19. Repent ye therefore and be Converte 
— 2242 ow may be blotted out, and the times 

K. |; l come from the preſence of the Lord. 
And then ler us — to ache rd Salvati- 
on; Let us put our chiefeſt truſt in God, and 
in the next place, let us with patience, expect 
the healing of our Breaches, by the Wiſdom 
and Prudence of the approaching Parkament, 
which all Loyal hearts deſire, may juſtly enjoy 
the Title of an Healing Parliament. Deceit 15 


